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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made, 

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farris et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,154,207) in view of Eyer et al. (U.S. Patent 5,982,445). 

Regarding claim 1, Farris discloses a broadcast signal transmitting apparatus comprising 
a multiplexer configured to multiplex a broadcast signal and multimedia data, and the 
multimedia data described by a markup language or hypertext and including broadcast program 
information, link location information, control signals providing display control to a receiver and 
control signals providing recording control to a recording mediimi; and a transmitter configured 
to transmit said broadcast signal and said multimedia data multiplexed in said multiplexer to said 
receiver (refer to Fig. 9 for an overview of the multimedia broadcast and delivery system, with 
ADSL multiplexer/demultiplexer for multiplexing/demultiplexing broadcast and control signals 
including multimedia data fi-om network server to subscriber via ANSL 901 and then to DET or 
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set top box 900, in a closer view as illustrated in Fig. 8, to the subscriber or user at TV set 900; 
and ADSL 905 transmits all signals including broadcast, multimedia data and control including 
link information or hypertext information to a receiver or DET 800 for recording and/or 
downloading programs based on requests from the user, see col. 14/lines 37-67 (the storage can 
be associated with a computer connected to the set top box as described below in claim 3), under 
the control of network controller, see further on col. 15/line 65 to col. 16/line 43; and col. 7/line 
65 to col. 8/line 27 for multimedia application including hypertext or markup language 
addressed. 

Applicants argue that Farris does not show the multiplexer which is configured to 
multiplex a broadcast signal and multimedia signal, and the multimedia is described by a mark- 
up language and includes broadcast program information, link location information and so on; 
however, this technique is clearly taught by Eyer as Eyer discloses a multimedia deUvery system 
(as shown in Fig. 1 and col. 7/line 59 to col. 8/line 38 including a multiplexer 1 15 for 
multiplexing and outputting a corresponding combined signal) and the HTML is used for 
broadcast transmission information and reception (refer to col. 4/line 20 to col. 5/line 26) as well 
as the user can control and display the multimedia data on the display at the receiver with the 
user of a HTML/HTVP processor for processing the control, display, graphics data (as shown in 
Fig. 2 and col. 8/line 39 to col. 9/line 30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Farris' system with a known technique as taught by Eyer in 
order to provide an enhanced system that adapts to include a multiplexer for multiplexing 
different input signals and outputting a combined signal, and the combined signal is described by 
a HTML language including other control and data information. 
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As for claim 2, Eyer further teaches wherein the muhimedia data may be delayed from 
transmission until a time different from that of a corresponding broadcast program signal (refer 
to col. 13/lines 32-61 as the decoder has timing means for timing provided or delay in 
transmission to the user depending on the user commands and/or requests for the program). 

As for claim 3, Farris teaches wherein the recording medium is a recording apparatus 
operably linked to the receiver (col, 3/lines 43-58, as storage is associated with the computer, and 
the computer is linked to the set top box or the receiver, refer also to Fig. 12). 

As for claim 4, Farris teaches this feature as the system can schedule the transmission 
process for the end user to download or store multimedia data and/or interactive services (col 
17/lines 34-51). 

As for claims 5-7, and 8-10, these claims for corresponding method and similar 
features of the transmitting apparatus as discussed earlier are rejected for the reason given in the 
scope of claims 1-14 above. Farris does not clearly show the multiplexer which is configured to 
multiplex a broadcast signal and multimedia signal, and the multimedia is described by a mark- 
up language and includes broadcast program information, link location information and so on; 
however, this technique is clearly taught by Eyer as Eyer discloses a multimedia dehvery system 
(as shown in Fig. 1 and col. 7/line 59 to col. 8/line 38 including a multiplexer 1 15 for 
multiplexing and outputting a corresponding combined signal) and the HTML is used for 
broadcast transmission information and reception (refer to col. 4/line 20 to col. 5/line 26) as well 
as the user can control and display the multimedia data on the display at the receiver with the 
user of a HTML/HTVP processor for processing the control, display, graphics data (as shown in 
Fig. 2 and col. 8/line 39 to coL,9/line 30). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art to modify Farris' system with a known technique as taught by Eyer in 
order to provide an enhanced system that adapts to include a multiplexer for multiplexing 
different input signals and outputting a combined signal, and the combined signal is described by 
a HTML language including other control and data information. 

As for claims 1 1-19, these claims for a receiving apparatus are rejected for the similar 
reasons above in view of Farris and Eyer with the receiver or set top box 800 comprising all of 
the features, see further on col. 12/line 37 to col. 14/line 47 of Farris for MPEG demuUiplexer for 
demultiplexing signals received form the network server and other features in processing the 
broadcast, control and multimedia data from the server. 

As for claims 20-22, these claims are rejected for the reasons given in view of Farris and 
Eyer in the scope of claims 1-4 and 1 1-13 for the broadcast system containing a transmitter, a 
receiver, a multiplexer and demultiplexer of Farris as addressed above. 

Conclusion 

4. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand deCiveries must Be made to C^tomer Service V[/t7idow, 
^ndoCpfi (Budding, 401 (Dulany Street, Jif^ndria, I^Jl 22314, 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earUer communications from the examiner 
should be directed to (Krista) Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7291. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,298 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2623 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller, can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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